Qualitative research aims to explore complex phenomena or to gain insight into people’s
experiences and perspectives by collecting and analysing non-numerical data thatis rich in
detail and context [1]. Although complexity, uncertainty, instability, uniqueness and value
conflicts dominate medical education and clinical practice, the impact of qualitative research is
often underestimated [2]. This one-week intensive research methodology course is led by
Professor Tim Dornan and Professor Martina Kelly and comprises of three full days of facilitated
small-group learning and plenary presentations and an international symposium. The course is
structured around two parallel themes. The person and their values, which inform the
formulation of the research question and its importance to them (Logos (L)), and the project
itself, including the purpose of the research, the possibilities forimplementation and the steps
of critical evaluation of qualitative research (Methods (M)). Upon completion of the course,
participants will demonstrate an understanding of the value of qualitative research, and some
ability to appraise or approach analysis. References for recommended reading are numbered at
the end of each topic and listed at the end of the description.

The structure of the days will be as follow:

Day 1.

Morning session

9.00-10.30- Who are we? - Share identity texts (L), Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly
10.30-11.00- What is qualitative research - group work (M) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly
Afternoon session

13.00-14.30- What is qualitative research? - plenary presentation and discussion (M) Prof Tim
Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly [2]

14.30-16.00- What do | care about? Why might | want to change it? - group work (L) Prof Tim
Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly

Day 2.
Morning session:

9.00-10.30- Learning from yesterday and goal setting - group work (L) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof
Martina Kelly

10.30-11.00- How do you analyse data? - group work on concepts (M) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof
Martina Kelly

Afternoon session:

13.00-14.30- How do you analyse data? - plenary presentation (M) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina
Kelly [3]

14.30-16.00- What research might | do and how might | do it? - group work (L) Prof Tim
Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly

Day 3.

Morning session:



9.00-10.30- It isn't the sort of research | would like to do. Critical appraisal of published article (L)
Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly

10.30-11.00- Rigour and theory - plenary presentation (M) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly. [4]
Afternoon session:

13.00-14.30- Analytic networks - plenary presentation (M) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof Martina Kelly [5-
8]

14.30-16.00- What have | learnt and what will | do? Plenary discussion (L) Prof Tim Dornan/Prof
Martina Kelly

Symposium

Session 1: Qualitative research: How rigorous analysis of words, rather than numbers,
can widen the scope of scholarly inquiry

Session 2: a) Sources of data; b) How to treat data - the individual vs the group

Session 3: Ways of looking at data: the role of theory and procedures

Session 4: Reflection on the day, learning points, and future intentions
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